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Social Stratification
Social stratification refers to categorizing people according to the wealth they have accumulated and the income they receive. Meritocracy explains social stratification based on personal merit. The distributed socioeconomic status has mainly caused the United States' meritocracy. For instance, following the redlining action in 1930 has played a significant role in establishing social stratification in the United States (Crash Course, 2017). Despite the formation of the Federal Housing Agent, whose aim was to ensure Americans got houses quickly and less risk, however, the agent did not achieve the objective due to racial segregation. The big financial institution that offered loans practised redlining, which indicated a red line around neighbourhoods considered risky. The houses that fell within the red line belonged to the minority groups, especially the black community. Such made the banks deny loans for the minority despite their application. Hence accumulating wealth and passing wealth to the coming generation of minority groups has been challenging. 
Do I believe meritocracy is real? Yes, I do.  Despite the redlining being out ruled, the damage has already been done. The neighbourhoods that had fallen and still are within the redline explain why kids in such communities or low-income families begin school behind their peers (Crash Course, 2017). Such an environment explains people tend to take longer to succeed in their adult life. Hence race is linked to meritocracy. 
Does everyone has the opportunity to achieve the American dream? No, not everyone has the opportunity. The difference in education level makes it hard. For instance, in high paying jobs, employed workers have at least advanced their degree and post-graduation education, for example, astronauts, surgeons, and lawyers (Crash Course, 2017).  Such occupations can make one attain the American dream. On the other hand, jobs like parking lot attendants and bussers merely a high school diploma hence minimal income, making it hard for them to achieve the American dream. The difference in education level explains everyone cannot achieve the American dream.
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